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In another little line about his father: He read Sanskrit shlokas in the morning and ate corned beef sandwiches in the evening, he questions the fundamentals of faith and religion and its rituals and the things in between and around. It is a slow slide into insanity for him and the only two things to keep him company are two books : a copy of Marcus Aurelius's Meditations and the Bhagavad Gita. And the glimpses you left they do pique ones interes Pradnya wrote: "So glad this one came up floating to my feed! As usual Seemita, you're brilliant. Le premier 4 indique une erreur dans la requte, ici une mauvaise URL, venant d'une page obsolte ou d'une erreur de saisie d'adresse web de la part du visiteur. Here is how the conversation goes :Friend : Out there in Madna quite a few people are going to ask you what you're doing in the Administrative Service. He feigns falling ill a couple of times to avoid meetings that promise 'slow death' even though scared his mentor might visit him and catch him masturbating or smoking a joint or both. The protagonist gets his posting in Madna, a place which is a true caricature of any other town in India  oppressive, dusty and being rural devoid of the basic facilities. And of course, there are the funny encounters. The story lacks a strong plot but the author has an uncanny ability to pull it through the characters which seems real and engaging - fantastically farcical !!Honestly, I think English, August is a riot.

He's very much influenced by the west, listens to Bob Dylan, reads English poetry, smokes pot, speaks a hybrid English-Hin So this was a birthday gift given to me three years ago, and it's taken me about 5 attempts to actually get through the first 20 pages [which are absurdly wordy], but if you can get past that, it's a great book. How many writers would write something like, Lambent dullness indeed, for example? He mixes high-brow and functionality. For once this is not an NRI author trying to bring forth the truth about "real" India. He's given me a black eye and broken my husband's arm. But new IAS recruit Agastya Sen just cannot settle into his responsibilities in his first posting in the hot and sultry town of Madna. But I would still shout "WOW!!" at the top of my voice. For once this is not an NRI author trying to bring forth the truth about "real" India. Jun 15, 2014 Martin Boyle rated it really liked it Shelves: reviews What a lucky find - one of the great things about second-hand bookshops! English, August is an idiosyncratic story of a young and indolent man from a favoured and advantaged background "drifting" into his career in the Indian Administrative Service - a high flier in the civil service. For most of his stay, he shirks work and feels trapped between the worlds of modernity and tradition, both extremes familiar yet distant at the same time. Most of his humor, though the humor here is a means and not the end, is outstanding and on par with the best of Bill Watersons deadpans.
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